SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 17 OCTOBER 2004 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, 
on packet bulletin boards and on echolink from Chris, ZS6FCS. 


SILENT KEY 


Peter John (Mac) McNicol, ZS4PJM ex ZS5PJM ex ZE2KI sadly passed away 
on 9 October 2004. Mac was born in 1925 in Salisbury Rhodesia. After the 
war (he served in the navy) he constructed his own homebrew rig and operated 
under the callsign ZE2KI. He served in the Rhodesian armed forces and spent 2 
years in MALAYA. Resigned from the army on the break-up of the Federation. 
He moved to the RSA in 1963 and returned to Rhodesia in 1965, where he 
lived in Shamva until 1980 when he and his late wife moved to the RSA again 
and had a break from Hamradio for a couple of years. After the death of his 
wife Susan he became active again in 1994/5 in Venterstad. In 2001 he moved 
to Paulpietersburg where he was ZS5PJM until June 2003 when he moved to 
Welkom as ZS4PJM. Mac suffered a stroke in July 2004 and again at the end 
of August 2004 which severely handicapped him. 


He will be sadly missed by his daughters Teresa, Norma and Susan and their 
spouses. We extend our condolences to them in their sad loss as well as to other 
relatives and friends. 


PAUSE) 

In the news today. 

PRESIDENT’S NET 

HAMNET MEETING. 

UPDATING OF SARL AND ICASA DATABASES 
CLUB NEWS 


Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items. 

Also, at your convenience, visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office, 
which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00, at 011 675 2393 for details on 
how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities. 


SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp 
not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. It would be appreciated 
if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. 


You are listening to ZS6SRL and we now continue with the news in detail. 
PRESIDENT’S NET 


The President’s net was well received in its new slot. Last Sunday the net was 
conducted on the same system as the Intecnet and aired at 19:15. The consensus 
was to in future start the net at 19:00 followed by the Intecnet at 20:00. Dates 
for the next few months will be announced next week. In his introduction 
President Graham Harlett reviewed the progress the SARL has made on several 
fronts. You can listen to an edited version on the SARL web: www.sarl.org.za. 


AMERICANS ADOPT POWERLINE COMMUNICATION 


As expected by the ARRL, the FCC has approved revised rules to specifically 
regulate the deployment of broadband over power line (BPL) technology. At 
the same time, three members of the Commission, including Chairman Michael 
K. Powell, specifically mentioned the concerns of Amateur Radio operators at 
the open meeting and expressed either assurances or hope that the new BPL 
rules will adequately address interference to licensed services. Republican FCC 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin addressed Amateur Radio’s and broadcasters’ 
interference concerns in his written statement. ARRL President Jim Haynie, 
W5JBP, said he was encouraged to see the Commission’s shift from the early 
days of the BPL proceeding, when it followed the lead of the BPL industry in 
largely ignoring interference to amateurs as a real issue in the proceeding. 


“What the League has done in the last year and a half on this issue showed in the 
Commission’s public meeting today,” Haynie said. He cited the FCC’s approval 
of three major points that the League had been pushing for: Certification of 
BPL equipment instead of verification, a requirement for a public BPL database— 
something the BPL industry did not want—and mechanisms to deal swiftly with 
interference complaints. 


The SARL will be submitting a discussion document to ICASA this week and 
seek to discuss various concerns about Power Line Communication in South 
Africa. Currently various companies are testing BPL on a small scale. “We 
seek transparency about these trials and assurances that adequate interference 
testing is being carried out”, SARL President, Graham Hartlett, ZS6GJH, said. 
“The SARL is not opposed to new developments, but these should not be at 
the cost of Amateur Radio and other radio services. Under current regulations 
telecommunication companies may carry out trials for up to six months. We 
have however not seen any trial results published”, he said. 


Listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International at 10:00 today (Sunday 17 Octo- 
ber) for a detailed review on Power Line Communication including audio clips 
from the FCC meeting as well as examples of what PLC can do to Amateur 
Radio. The programme is transmitted on 17,815, 9,750, 7,082 MHz and relayed 
on various repeaters. A repeat broadcast can be heard on Monday at 21:00 on 
3 215 kHz. 


AMATEUR RADIO NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 


There are two ways in which you can support Amateur Radio and its future. 
Firstly by being a member of the South African Radio League and secondly 
by supporting the South African Amateur Radio Development Trust’s fundrais- 
ing appeal for South Africa’s membership of the International Amateur Radio 
Union. 


The question of membership has been debated many times and the question 
“what do I get from my membership?” is often asked. The answer is quite 
simple: the protection and future assurance of Amateur Radio. All the other 
benefits are additional bonuses. For the SARL to have a strong voice, it needs 
to represent as many as possible, if not all, Radio Amateurs. The importance of 
strong representation in a national society was proved again this week when the 
American Regulator, the FCC, gave the ARRL assurances regarding interference 
by Power Line Communication. 


If you are a member already, thank you for your support. If you are not a 
member yet, please join now. Call the SARL Office on Monday at 011 675 2393 
or join online by visiting www.sarl.org.za. 


The second way to support Amateur Radio is to donate to the IARU fund. The 
SA Amateur Radio Development Trust is raising funds for the SARL member- 
ship dues. The amount to be collected is R12 000. The fund currently stands 
at just over R3000. You can make your contribution by electronic transfer. The 
account number is 560 142 722 ABSA Menlyn, branch code 335-645. You may 
also send a cheque to SA Amateur Radio Development Trust, P O Box 90438, 
Garsfontein 0042. If transferring electronically, please send your name and ad- 
dress details by email to saardt@intekom.co.za or by fax to 012 991 5651. Your 
support will be much appreciated. Last year the full amount was raised and 
enabled the SARL to rejoin this important organisation. Time is running out 
to renew, please contribute now. 


HAMNET MEETING. 


A general HAMNET meeting will take place at the National Amateur Radio 
Centre on Saturday the 23rd of October. 


The meeting will commence at 14:00 and all HAMNET members, or those in- 
terested in becoming HAMNET members, are requested to attend. 


It will be appreciated if items which are to be added to the agenda or items 
that need to be discussed be sent to Francois as soon as possible. 


Francois’ e-mail address is zs6buu@uskonet.com or you can phone or fax him at 
011 679-5260. 


UPDATING OF SARL AND ICASA DATABASES 


In previous bulletins, mention was made that the SARL has obtained a copy of 
the amateur database from ICASA. There are several mistakes and lack of in- 
formation. Council thus request all club chairmen and/or custodians to update 


their records ASAP, (on or before 31 October 2004) on the available applica- 
tion/update form on the SARL website. This form can be completed in elec- 
tronic form and emailed, or printed out and mailed to the SARL. All repeaters, 
digipeaters, links, BBS’s, APRS digipeaters and other unattended stations also 
need to be licensed. The information will then be correlated, so please do fill in 
the form comprehensively. Your co-operation in this matter is appreciated. The 
form will also be available on packet. For further information, contact Kobus 
Conradie, ZR6D, Tel. 082-88-11164, or by email, kobus@letsplayradio.co.za. 


CLUB NEWS 
THANK YOU 


A word of thanks to all the amateurs who attended the East Rand Flea Market 
on 2 October. Your attendance gave the club a great boost. Congratulations to 
the winners of the 70 cm Slimjims made available by SAM’s Radio Accessories. 
Thank you Sam. The winners are: Joppie van Lill, ZR6JVL, - Springs; Johann 
Scheepers, ZS6WD, - Boksburg. 


Also congratulations to the winner of the 2 m rig made available by Doepie 
ZS6BDD. Thank you Doepie. The winner is: Danie van Wyk ZS6VWD - Se- 
cunda. 


The raffles for the VHF/UHF linear are still available from Pieter Jacobs, 
ZS6XT, and will be drawn at the next fleamarket in nearly February 2005. 


CQ DE ZS6SRC 


The Highveld Sailing Club celebrates their 20th anniversary. The Secunda Am- 
ateur Radio club, ZS6SRC, will exhibit amateur radio to the sailors, rafters, 
canoeists, mountain bikers and general public. To achieve this, please give 
us a contact on 80m/40m/20m or 145,7125 MHz. We plan to operate via 
ECHOLINK under the call sign ZS6ACT. Aim your antenna to an identifi- 
able celestial body, we intend to have satellite equipment available. It will all 
happen on Saturday October 23 from 8:00 CAT till late. If the RF fails, pop in 
and pay us a visit at the Trichardtsfonteindamontspanningsoord. 


SASOLBURG RADIO CLUB 


Sasolburg Radio Club has held it’s Annual General meeting. We had dinner at 
a swell restaurant at the Emerald Casino. What a feast!!! 


The new management that was chosen for 2004/2005 is: 


Chairman: Riaan Greef ZS4PR; Vise-chairman: Louis Haarhoff ZR6LH; Secre- 
tary: Sharon Schoeman; 


Treasurer: Flip Britz ZS4GE; QRX Letter: Flip Britz ZS4GE; Technical mem- 
bers: Ockerd Taljaard ZR6ZL; Johan Steyn ZS4SS; Additional member: Ruaan 
Schoeman ZR3RMS. 


NEW COMITTEE FOR WOLKBERG ARC (ZS6TWB) 


The following members were elected recently to serve on the management com- 
mittee of Wolkberg Amateur Radio Club in Limpopo Province, namely: 


Chairperson: Gert, ZS6GVD; V/chairperson: Willem, ZS6WI; Secre- 
tary/Treasurer: Karel, ZS6WN (ex. ZS6BPJ); Other members (Technical): 
Paul, ZS6NK; Willem, ZS6WAB; Mike, ZS6BBD; Sysop: Danie, ZS6DVZ. 


All amateurs and interested persons in the north are invited to join the club if 
you're not a member yet. Contact the Secretary at 082 890 4783. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Kobus, ZS6KOB, reports as follows: Since 21 September the sunspot number 
has stayed virtually constant. This is unusual as it usually rises to a maximum 
or declines to a minimum or moves up and down. The past week was featured 
by extraordinarily little activity. There were no remarkable corona openings on 
the sun’s surface - also no geomagnetic activity. It seems as if the sun is on 
holiday. The sunspot count on Thursday was only 30,2 as against last week’s 
36,9 and the previous week’s 34,9. 


Predictions for the coming week seem weak. In spite of these weak conditions 
there was quite a lot of activity on the 20 m band especially to the east. It 
appears that the bands also close early- even as early as 19:00. The typical 
summer pattern has definitely not yet been established. 


DIARY OF EVENTS 


23 October Hamnet general meeting; 31 October: Please update your data with 
the SARL before this date; 18 November Next RAE examination 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 
815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 
145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area. A repeat broadcast 
can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 8 215 kHz. 


Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


This then brings us to the end of today’s bulletin, which was compiled by Gustav, 
ZS6BWN, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us. Also 
many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the ama- 
teurs who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


